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IT’S new years day, of course,'and so I have been trying to think.
of something appropriate to say oo something to help ring in the

- new year on a. hopeful mote, if that is possibla.. And I think I
have found it - 1n a continuing story that I have talked about on
k—p-f—a for several years «e. the story of the united farm workers'

| organizing committee.

_REALLI,rthere hasn 't been such a genuinely hopeful story 1n many,
many yearso.. And I think 1t w°uld ba valuable to review that
astory -- if only to prove that things aren't quite as bad asg they

may,seemo,

_THE.story beganaih'thavfall 6f'1965, Wwhen ajgroap of vlneiard
workers called aaatrike'in_the-srapéSrowins'araa arounﬂ dekano in .
kern eounty, uhdef_the banner of what,was then the af of l-cio's
agricultural workéfs organizing committee eo.. GO be foliowed outb
onzatrike'almOSt'immediately by'an indépéndeﬁt_groﬁp caiiaaitha
national farm wbrkers.associatian eso the group haadedaby‘casarf

chaveze

' THE basic demand of the strikers was simple, They wanted theém rﬁsht
{ to have a voice

RG] e 1n the setting ofghetr pay and workins conditions-.“ﬁ

“1i;y wanted to bargain eol]ectively, and - they wanted thetr organizations -

recognized as their bargaining agents,




NO one ‘needed this right more than the country 8 farm WOrkKers oo
among the most exploited and oppregsed of all workers. They had
stood by for more than thirty years Watching other workers who oncecs
.shared thelir miserable economic condition riss to midile clasgs
affluenoe throtgh the device of colleotive bargaining. Yet they
coﬁld not grasp that devioe for therselves. The auto workers had

FM wommsw .
- AND though theje ﬂse for granting union bargaining righte to farm

-incredible eos @VON in the year of 1965 sso @VENYn a country where
unionization In most flelds ltns hag heen taken for granted -- and
where unionization is a pale oonservat*ve thing compared to obher
movements of the left which had risn since the 1930s when

wnionigation was THE issue®d

FﬁRM'workers;had strooklmahy tiﬁes.beﬂgre-the‘strikee'were-cailed

in delano, and in many plaoes .o and«ﬁomtimes-with'far'more L
backing than either of the groups which called the vineyard suPikGSe
Yet the farm workers invariably Were beaten by the powerful corponhte

1nterests which run ‘the farm industry. &nd their certainly l‘

' no apparent reasoné to believe that Vﬂi‘it would be any

different for the farm workereixia 2%&3@




ON THE contrary, the union campaign in delano appeared even weaker

than some of its predecessors.

J

IN ITS party the af of l-clo was going at 1t in the same olf losirg

way. It was not putting nearly'enowgh money'into-the effort, &nd
it gsent in the same old anglo organizers from the cities to try to
organize_the mexican american and filipino farm vworkers as if they

- Wwere so many anglO-saxon plumbers in san francisco,

_THE other part of the strike.teem,xthe national farm workers
_association; Was‘hardly a ﬁnion at ali.‘ It was a small community |
orsanization run by mexioan americans ‘who had no experilence in
exerting powerr/aho had 1abored in a near hopeless state for years
.'under the heavy hand of the anglo growers whovsuccessfully demanded
that the workers take the pay and working conditions they were

of fered unilaterly or starve.

BUT there was a spirit there whieh not many observers.hadlhoﬁe&.“.

. The-times seemed ripe for gome farm worker success at last. For.

it vas the day of the civil rights movement and the war on poverty.'

| THERE was far more to 1t than tnaﬁ--goﬁever. The 1930s also had .
seemed ripe for it but somehow it didn t happen se. 8O0omehow all
that came out of . it was an ‘immense reservoir of bitterness, and -

some great,-if depressing, writing by John steinbeck,

SO why was 1965 gifferent than X965 19357 =




THE difference was cesar ohevez. The farm workers had to be there,
s . great ¢
i and courageoue

ready ‘angd able as never before to exert the
efforts that a succegsful union drive would require in the vineyard sg
}%nd the essential outside supportere had to bé there, ready and able,'
" But they woulad not have done what they have done had not cesar’

chavez algo been therei to lead the way.

CHAVEZ grasped the essential fact that 1if some thing wes to be dong,
-1t woula haverto be done differently. So he pﬁrpoeely puﬁ together

. a communlty organizatlon rather than a union. For three years, he

members of his national farm workers association

*%&'aé»together in a closely knit groupo

| ANGLO banks might be leery of farm workerq, but theix association
had a credlt unton from which ‘they could borrow the money 504@ften
needed to tide-them over, Association membere also found that by
bandins together they could pool their resources and buy the thinsa
‘ they needed at discount proces oo tires for their batuered :

automobilesy for 1nstgnoe.

THE vineyard'workers learned5 in‘shoreg whet the outslde unlon rr
organizers had never been able to teach them, They learned the
leseon of unity, and they practiced it daily in . the af fairs of

their own aeeociation.

o




- AFTER three years, the férm_wquers began asking the inevitablé:
" If unity brought them cheaper atitomobile tiras, why not better wag s
~ and vorking conditions as well? The strike soon became as 1név1tab1e

as the questions

CHAVEZ knew the strikars,could not'so it-aloné;'hOWQVero' Iﬁ waé'

essential that financiﬁg, manpower éﬁd pressﬁras also come frbm ‘

elsgwhere,}.ﬂnd Chave z, beautifully tgkins advantagegdf the atmosﬁherev_

¢f’the timeé,'solicited and got mhat support, from unmona; minoriﬁy '
‘.and anti povertylprsanizatiohs, students, pbiiﬁibéi lééaérs, _

clergymen and_11berals’and.radicals génerally;”

) farn workers econonic battls quickly hacame a cause,;i;"”w.
”tWO years;x N

| the two workers organizationa merged'into one
group headed by%chaVGz and backed fully by the'ehtire amerlecan labor
‘movement, and won g dozen_union contracts oo ineluding one_from

the fiercest anti«unmon

#m of all, the digiorgio}

corporatione

«TH3§5,

because chavez ahd his supporters shrewdly‘maﬂvw
boycott rather than the strike as their main weapon. Strikss

. S - - el i
Worker s rH - HHE™ : 3 rs also exempted




CHAVEZ ﬁND his followers proved that the boycott could be fsed to
:great effact howevar, by winning oontracts from corporations
which feared what was happening -- or, rather, what would happen -

to the sales of their wines and other produets.

BUT after these wine 5rape'growérs‘s1ghéd*contracts,the_ofganizing'
effort bogged dOWn;o.The'table grape'gfowers resisﬁed momeostrongly,_
and the farm workers were reluctant to mount a boycott that would .
.have to be a ooycoyy of all grapes gold throughout the whole
country. But finally thay'took on the tremendous task.

THE boyoott'u- the lafgestithing‘of 1ts kind in hlstory = Went

‘on full blast for.almost two Yeafa -;'until-ﬁhis7july3*hhen ths
great victory CaMe oo when the kzskxnﬂxkhx'grape growre finally '
' qigned union contracta. ' -
THEN came.thd'othar great~step‘+e\the‘calking of a sﬁrike In the
lettuce flelds of the salinas valley. It may take a great deal
more time; But it is going to lead, quite simply, to the
unionization of tha bulk of california's farm workers cee and so,_'

at long last, to the unionization.of.farm workers everywhere.

THB diaputé, as you know, pita-the’garm-workers_organiziﬁg
commitbee of chavez agalnst an alliance'of the taamstar union's
'>powerfu1 farm worker division a d some of the oountry 8 most |

_ NN B
ppwerful growars .. who have signed-oontracts witn bhe teamsters

in hopes of avoiding the striotar conttacts demanded by chavez

and the strikerso




'V'farm workerso

A8 you also knowy the strike hlso has become a boycott -- a nationwide
boyoott'of all lettuce grown by those.growers.who have eigned with |

“the teamsters rether-thanvwith the farm workers organizing committees

/‘THE dispute heeicentered in recent wesks on the bud ahtie corporation
of salinae, the world's-largeet lettuce grower, t&ntie signed e
‘:oontract wmt&-the.teameters-way_back in 1961."But ths orgaoiz?ng
oommittee notes that . aﬁtle'e workers never have had anything t0 soy
about it and that they cleerly would prefer to be represented by

the organizing committeeog

A SU?ERWOR eourt Judge 1n "o ewweeema
contention that his firm should be exempted from the lettuce boycott

because -» supposedly has & valiﬂ agreement with the teameters° Eﬁ

'srandl dramatic geetures that he has come up with }e»u¥:AV*-ne>-

weapone during the five-year-old batlle to organize

BUT finally, on deeember 23, the state supreme court ordered ohevez

dreleased pending the high court's hea_ins of the appeal of orsaniz~in8
bl A
committee attorneys aSainst the ot

% that ordered the
organizins comittee to exempt the bud antle ﬁgggmfrom s lettuce
boycott,




I frecing chavez, eignificantly, the suprsme powry also at least .
tempoperily 1ifted the crder that snble be exempbed from the boyeobt --
a Puling that alaoc will hold until the cowrt hsa®s ohaver appeals

CHAVEZ 1s claiming, mainly, that the cowrt order violaﬁea‘righaa o

freé aspeash, Ir ths mgeptime, his for*sa sre Anteusifylng bhe

beyectt. agglrst sntle and othors, '

ANTLE 'S atteéheya are wov&ﬁng hard, wwyevar, $o @@ﬁ gtart new gowrd
“V,;,hﬁwbeyeott that might result &n astion sool == &t

least sooner than msy, when the sﬁatg guprems sourt hesring now is

@expm?@afﬂ to be !’-;B}l:&.

o

o

. !I.v

THE lawya?Q are hfping to fora&the 1sause uhrough 8 &amaga suis
 thak She antle corporation haa fizea in the guperilor dourt in
salinas .. and Ghich they hops WEEL be Wrought %o trial by maweh

or aprily

| a " e S
THE suot is rgainst the natklonal af of Z-sio, president george

meany and other af of l-slo offisers, and against the farm workers
_ ’ 2

" organizing committee, chavez and bte othere offfcers. intle's oh!
" ‘lauyer enys the firm will be seckide more tham five million dollars
in damages, on grounds that the boyoodt viclates the state’s
Juﬁiédi@tional strilte 2ot .. anad ?&oiaﬁea previouns agfemgnts

| ﬁrﬁmaen‘antlg and the organizing sommittee@n cne hand, and the

B ﬁﬁganizinsuommi%taé‘anggzyé kgaﬂshega.qﬁ the other, that chaves

o igeowp would not fry to %ﬁﬁg‘up &ntla:a P£1ald workers,

g




TP NOTHING else, the antle corporation hopes this sult will convime
the national af of l-cio %o -in turn convinece tba_organizing committ ee

to back off.

‘IN THE meantime, a committes of clergymen is trybhng to get the
parties together to settle their differences quicklyo' No one
“has ghown many outward signs of comprqmise, however, and so the

battle continues to rage full force.

BUT whatever is happrening, there's one terribly important thing

to keep in mind!l Jﬁ3t3five yeafs‘égo it was'still‘being said, as

it always haa been said, that it could not be done ... that farm
'workers were doomed to continue their lives of eeon&mically

marginal subssrvience, But today everyone knows it will be donan S
grovers included;:whatever the the-exapt route and however mach -

_ longér &t ray take, That is Whaﬁ'the united farm workers

orgaanizing eommittae and caesar chavez has doneg ~~= turnsd farm
workars from sure 1osers into sure winnerse So happy_new year

\everybody.
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